rate Dye wee 
| Tiere 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2013 


http://archive.org/details/superintendentsoOOuns_gq4 


) ’ 
28 UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 


FILE No, A2823 


SUPERINTENDENT'S MONTHLY REPOR’ 


jy Gal] 


FEBRUARY 1955 


Ad 


aN ot 
| 


as 

Ni 
: 
v 


at 


{tA | saX 
3) ib 


BEG 


rae 


———— 
INN IN | 


IMPORTANT 


his file constitutes a part of the official records of the 
ional Park Service and should not be separated or papers 
hdrawn without express authority of the official in charge. 
li Files should be returned promptly to the File Room. 
fiicials and employees will be held responsible for failure 


observe these rules, which are necessary to protect the 
grity of the official records. 
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YELLO!STONE NATIONAL PARK 


Moisture below normal, Mammoth maximum 44°, miniann 


-28% Park moxie 45°, minima -39°. 
Rogers in Denver, to Cheyenne & WODC. 


Wone & returned with Mattson & “ohlbra: 


doffe Act. Supt. Hamilton's absence. 


Summary of the February 1955 Monthly Narrative Report 


Page 
Snow denths. i 
Hamilton to 


at, Joffe met. 
Hamilton, Mattson, 


Wohibrandt conferred Montane Highway men at W. Yell. 
re. Gallatin read. arrows & Nelson to fire weather 
conf., Missoula. Way to Billings for Weasel parts. 
Wright & Robinson to Billings re. gas trucks. Close 
te Billings for surplus. Milligan te Paseo for cargo 
parachutes. McMullin & Abbie te Utah for surplus; 
however, snowbound & returnec. Brow on military & 
annual leave; MeComas Act. Chief fenger. Custer 


accounts ete. transferred to legion. 


Fire Dispatcher 


effice moved te barn. ¢. S. exam. Compendadle Service 
awards for Royal Grover, who died last Nev. orkload 


survey. 


1-3 


USGS men in te Lake fer stream measuroments. 3 


Editorial in Set. Eve. Post on parks. 


Newspaper itens 


on proposed purchase YrUe by Wyo. 67,000 broadsides. 3 


Mattson & Wohlbrandt on plans in WODC; Selmid & Ketcham 
on Canyon water & sewer plans. Hamilten, “ohlbrandt, 
Matteon met with Montana Highway men on Gallatin road 


plans. BMatteon pes eaters 


Plowing, sanding, sign repair. ‘Snow below normal but 
érifts. 


Portable walks, pit toilets, remodeling mess & house 
kitchens. 


for remodeling Memmoth Mess. 3 


Child back from La Jolla. HH. 2. Miller,new Asst. Mer., 
Lodge Div., YPCo, here. Carl Glass, Reservations Mer., 
here. Proofs Y¥PCo folders reviewed. Amnual Report 

Dre. Lueck & Pearson transmitted. Hamilton Stores con- 
tract sent in. Rates for Hamilton & YPCs approved. 
Legislation permit purchase YPCo operations by Wyoming. 4 
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Sunday School & Clurch. Choir practice for Vaster. 5 


Corxion gave programs to Boy Scouts & Lions Club in 
Livingston. Movies loaned. 5 


Beal to Norris, photographed ranger activities, etc. 
Wildlife observations trip te Pebble Creek. Herkmham 
taken to Cooke on orientation 4 animals seen. Sang) 


ay Turner ie oy & aaphiblan mauscript sent Region for 
review. Film splicer & 2 copies geyser film bought. 


Staff meeting. Weekly News, GRO reference manual. 
Glacier movies shown. 6 


1254, visitere in 295 vehicles, compared 1091 fn 309 
last Feb. 40 snowplane & 26 mowmobile trips. 6 


SPEC: Dr. MoCue, Idaho Falls, in for TV pictures. br. 
? Buecimer in on bighorn sheep studies. Henry Sradshaws 
te South Entrance for story on ranger life. Wildlife 
professor & students, Bozeman, in on range studies; 


Kittams accompanied. 7 
RANGER SERVICE: Elk trapping, ete. ” 
BEARS: Bear injuries, damges and disposals sumsarked. 7 
ELE: Gardiner hunting closed 15th, 763 taken. Migration. 

326 live shipped, 521 season to date. Seon discontime. ¢% 
FISHING: Miner changes fishing regulations. . 8 
BIGHORN SHEEP: Bueehner studies. Census 189 sheep in park. Be 
RANGE: Kittams observations range conditions. Aspen study. 9 


FOREST FIRES: Barrows & Nelson to fire weather~fire danger conf.; 
summary prepared, Charting burning indexes. Milligan 
to Pasco for 125 cargo parachutes. Authority requested fill 
fite control aid positions. Plastic overlays fer check~ 


ing topographic map. GO 
BUILDING FIRES: Memos sent division heads re. building fire hazards. 10 
BLISTER RUST: Secretarial approval recruit men. Som offers eaployment.10 
FOREST INSECTS: Barrows & USFS Asst. Reg. Forester mot. Advice that 
area in Yell, & Gallatin Porest might be sprayed. 10 
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Some work trail signs & mirkers i road safety signs. 10 


2 ski injuries. ic 
Miner R. Tilloteon, "eg. Dir., Neg. 3, died at Santa 
Fe, Charles Rowland, former HPS exaployes, died. 10 

- Fred Burke, YPOo, & Janice Kettle; aleo Claude McClain, 
Ranger, & Joan Meline. LO— 11 


Margeret Acree, Clerk-Steno., resigned, fuben Hart 
transferred to Aast. Chief Kenger, Hoeky Min. Horman 
Herkenham from Yosemite to Naturalist, 45-9, Hetirenet. 
William Wiggins, Sanitation Officer. Temp. Appt. 

Marie Plerson, Clerk-Typist. | li 


NYFE meeting; election Treasurer. AFCE meeting & 
election, 
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A2823 
UNITED STATES Report Iml 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK 


YELLOWSTONE PARK, WYO. 
cE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 


March 10, 1955 
Memorandum 
To: The Director 
From: Aeting Superintendent, Yellowstone National Park 
Subject: Monthly Report for February 1955 


Following is the report of activities for Yellowstone 
National Park during the month of February 1955: 


Weather Conditions. Only 17.9 inches of snowfall with .77 
inch water content was recorded at Manmoth. The maxtmum of 44 degrees 
wes recorded on the 15th and the minimum of -21 degrees on the 19th. 
Eight days of above freezing maximum temperatures and nine days of 
below zero minimum temperatures were recorded at Mammoth. 


The minimum temperature in the park was 39 degrees below zero 
at West Yellowstone on February 19, on which date it was -21 at Mammoth, 
~36 at Northeast Entrance, -28 at South Entrance, -37 at East Entrance, 
-35 at Tower Fall, -36 at Lamar Unit, and -35 at iake. The park moxtmm 
was 45 degrees at Tower Fall on the 15th and 16th. 


Snow depths at the end of the month at the various park 
stations were as follows: Mammoth 16 inehes, Tower Fall 22 inches, 
Lamar 19 inches, Northeast Entrance 21 inches, Lake 32 inches, Snake 
River 55 inches, West Yellowstone 40 inches, Gallatin Ranger Station 
24, inehes, Canyon 47 inches, Continental Divide (south of Thumb) 61 
inches, Aster Creek 82 inehes, Lewis River Divide 97 inches, and 
Coulter Meadows 64, inches. 


Water content is below norm] and the snow depths are also 
mostly below normak. 


Special Activities. Superintendent Rogers continued on assign- 
ment in Denver in connection with his project on the legislative history 
of areas administered by the National Park Service. On the 5th he made 
a trip to Cheyenne te attend the meeting of the Wyoming Park Commissioners 
and on the 7th left Denver for San Franciseo to attend a meeting in the 
Western Office of the Division of Design and Construction to discuss 
master plans and project construction proposals and formulate plans for 
construction projects, returning to Denver the 15th. 
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Assistant Superintendent Hamilton left February 3 to attend 
the meeting at WODC, returning on the 15th with Park Engineer Wohlbrandt 
and Park Landscape Arehitect Mattson who had departed Jamary 29 for 
that office, Administrative Assistant Joffe meeting them at the train 
in Livingston and returning them to the park. My. Joffe was Acting 
Superintendent during Mr. Hamilton's absence. On the 2lst Messrs. 
Hamilton, Wohlbrandt and Mattson went to west Yellowstone to confer with 
Montana Highway Depertment officials regarding reeonstruction and main- 
tenance of the Gallatin road by the State of Montana. 


Forester Barrows and District Ranger Nelson departed February 6 
for Missoula, Montana, to attend a fire weather and fire danger confer- 
ence called by the Forest Service February 7 and $, returning the 9th. 


District Ranger Way made a trip to Billings on February 7 and 
& to purchase parts for the Weasels being used in the park. 


Property and Supply Assistant Wright and Mechanical Supervisor 
Robinson left February 17 for Billings to inspect different types of 
gasoline trucks and secure specifications. They returned the following 
day. 


‘Thomas Close, Storekeeper (G,neral)- Truck Driver, made a trip 
to Billings February 11 to obtain surplus material. 


W. Tom Milligan, Smokejumper Squad Leader, departed February 26 
for Paseo, Washington, to obtain surplus eargo paracimtes. He expected 
to return March 2. 


Electrical Supervisor MeMullin and Mechanic Abbie left 
February 28 for Ogden, Clearfield and Tooele, Utah, te pick up surplus 
property. However, they were unable to go beyond West Yellowstone 
because of the snow-closed road and returned to headquarters on March 2. 


Chief Ranger Brown was away from the park the entire month, 
having been on military leave in the U. 5. Army Reserve at the Mountain 
and Colg Weather Training Command at Fort Carson, Colorado, through 
February 5 and on annual leave in New Mexico and Califomia the remainder 
of the time, expecting to return to the park March 5. Assistant Chief 
Ranger MeComas served as Acting Chief Ranger. 


Effective February 26 the accounts and all other activities 
of Custer Battlefield National Monument which remained under the 
coordination of Yellowstone were transferred to the Region Two Office. 


The new Fire Dispatcher's Office was completed near the fire 
cache in the Manmoth Barn, Building No. 38, and Fire Dispatcher Dan Ss. 
Nelson moved to that office from the radio room in the Administration 
Building on the 10th. The radio transmitter and receiver was moved on 
the lst to the Dispatcher's Office from the Administration Building and 
new ones installed in the latter building the following day. 
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fhe Local Civil Service Board beld an examination for 
Stenographer-Typist on Febpuary 23 with two competitors. Personnel 
Clerk Everett conducted the examination. 


A Citation for Commendable Service and Certificate of Honor 
Award granted posthumously by Director Wirth to Royel FE. Grover, 
Operator, General (Mobile Power Equipment), who died of a heart attack 
November 20, 1954, at Idaho Falls, Idaho, following approximately 15 
years of Goverrment service, were received February $ together with a 
lifetime pass to areas administered by the National Park Service and 
medal and lapel pin for Mrs. Grover. The awards were sent the following 
day to Mrs. Grover at Idaho Falls, Idaho. 


All permanent employees participated in a worklead survey for 
the period January 30 ~ February 26, keeping a detailed daily record by 
hours of work performed and making a summary thereof. This was in accord 
ance with a recommendation of the Department's Organization and Management 
Survey Report. Supplementing this four-week study, all employees in 
graded positions GS-5 or above, except those of Superintendent and 
Assistant Superintendent, and all ungraded employees in permanent posi~ 
tions were required to estimate for an entire year the time spent on each 
major type of work. All daily reports, summaries and yearly estimates 
were to be submitted to the Regional Office in early March. 


« dohn Cummins and Paul Ward, Hydraulic Engineers, 
U. S. Geological Survey, Boise, Idaho, accompanied by Supervisory Park 
Ranger Gunzel, made a trip by Tucker Sno-Cat from West Yellowstone to 
Lake via Canyon te make stream flow measurements in the Yellowstone 
River. ' 

Publicity. The February 12 issue of the Saturday Evening Post 
contained an interesting editorial entitled “We've Been Starving Our 
National Parks" whieh is in support of the Service and stresses the need 
for more appropriations from Congress. 


Newspapers throughout the country carried stories covering the 
proposed purchase of the Yellowstone Park Company operations by the 
State of Wyoming, as proposed in Wyoming Legislature fl. B. 2268. 


A total of 67,000 1954 Yellowstone broadsides remained on hand 
at the end of February. 


Plans, Maps and . Park Engineer Wohlbrandt and Landscape 
Architect Mattson were in the Western Office, Division of Design and 
Construction, the first half of the month conferring on various plans. 
Assistant Engineers Sehmid and Ketcham spent the entire month on drawing 
up plans for Camyon cabin area sewer and water systems. Messrs. Wohlbrandt 
and Mattson with Mr. Hemilton met with Montana Highway Department officials 
at West Yellowstone on February 21 on preliminary road plans for the 
Gallatin Road section. Mr. Mattson prepared plans for remodeling the 
Mammoth Mess Kitchen in Building No. 36. 
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Meintenance. Road maintenance consisted of routine snow 
Plowing and sanding with some time spent repairing signs. Snow depths 
are below normal but high winds kept building up drifts. 


uction. A gmall crew completed prefabrication of port- 
able wood mike. Nearly 4,000 feet are ready to place in the spring. 
Projects during the month included work on remodeling the Mammoth 
Government Mess House Kitehen in Building No. 36, remodeling the 
kitchen in Residence No. 10A, and completion of six pit toilets by the 


carpenters. 


soncessioners. Huntley Child, Jr., Vice President, Yellowstone 
Park Company, returned February 1 from conferring with other Yellowstone 
Park Company officials at La Jolla, California, on park matters, having 
left the park January 17. 


H. 2. Miller, Assistant Manager, Lodge Division, Yellowstone 
Park Company, arrived February 15. He served as Manager of the Old 
Faithful Tourist Cabins for several years prior to his appointment te 
this position vice William Daugherty who resimged last September to 
assume the mnagership of Furnace Creek Ranch at Death Valley National 
Monument. 


Carl Glass, Manager, Reservations Department, Yellowstone Park 
Company, arrived at the park February 24 and is handling hotel, cottage, 
—_ and tourist cabin reservations at the Company's winter office at 
rdiner. 


Proofs of the Yellowstone Park Company's "A" and "B" Folders 
and "Accommodations and Services" leaflet for 1955 were reviewed during 
the month and necessary changes recommended. 


The Armual Report of Drs. Alfred M. Lueck and John A. Pearson 
for the year ending December 31, 1954, was transmitted to the Washington 
and Regional Offices on February 14. 


The signed 20-year contract for Hamilton Stores, Inc. was sent 
to the Director through the Region Tw Office on February 23 for final 
approval 


* 


The basic schedule of rates for Hamilton Stores, Ine. was 
approved February 17 and that of the Yellowstone Park Company on the 24th. 


Governor Milward Simpson of the State of Wyoming and the 
Legislature were responsible for the mactment of legislation to permit 
the purchase and operation of the Yellowstone Park Company operations by 
the State of Wyoming. House Bill No. 223 pertaining to the creation and 
establistment of a Wyoming Yellowstone Park Commission was introduced 
February 1, and passed, There has been considerable publicity and 
controversy on this matter. The States of Montana and Colorado intro- 
duced legislation opposing the Act. 
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Religious Services and Chapel Use. ‘There were no special 
services held in the Yellowstone National Park Chapel during the month, 
wut the regular Sunday services were held. These consisted of Sunday 
School at 10:00 a.m. and the regular Service of ijorship, conducted by 
the resident student minister, at 11:00 a.m. The Choirs have been 
practicing regularly during the month and are preparing for Easter. 


woretive Services. Chief Park Naturalist Condon presented 
two wreerins = the month. A program was presented to the Annual 
Boy Seout Banquet at Livingston, Montana, on February 7, where there were 
more than 350 persons in attendance. This program was held in the Elks 
Hall. On February 17 a program was presented to the Lions group at the 
Murray Hotel in Livingston. There were 23 men present. 


The 16 mm motion picture WILD ANIMAL HEAVEN was sent to 
seasonal Park Naturalist Clarence C. Alleman on February 18, and on 
the same date the movie GEYSERLAND was sent to Mr. Richard C. Berry in 
Denver, Colorado. 


Research ae es servation. Park Naturalist Deal made a trip to 
the Norris Geyser Ba: on Fe pruary 1 with District Hangers Grimes and 
Ela. On this trip pictures were made of ranger activities in the winter 
time, such as measuring mow course, shoveling buildings, and making 
petrol observations. Mr. Beal also spent approximately one hour in the 
Norris Geyser Basin and was fortunate enough to see Constant, Dark 
Gavern, and Little Whirligig in eruption. He arrived in the Basin in time 
to see the end of the eruption of the Valentine Geyser. The Ledge 
Geyser displayed a great deal of violent activity, but did not erupt. 

Of umisual interest was the great amount of algas which was growing 
around the Black Growler Vent. 


On February 11 Park Naturalist Beal and Chief Park Naturalist 
Condon made a ‘oe to Pebble Creek and retum. An American bald eagle 
was observed near the confluence of the Lamar River and Soda Butte 
Creek, and at this same point there were a few amall stretches of open 
water and 14 water ouzels were observed in this amall zone along the 
stream. In addition to the water ouzels, there were Golden eye and 
Mallard ducks. Bison, coyotes, and elk were seen in numbers of the 
way from Mammoth out. A total of 12 different eyotes were seen on this 
day, hundreds of elk, and two good sized bunches of bison. 


Park Ranger Sharp called the Chief Naturalist's Office on 
February § and reported an exotic bird seen within the boundaries of the 
park near the Hast Entrance. Mr. Sharp had observed wild turkeys. Wild 
turkeys have been released by the Wyoming Fish and Game Department on 
the north fork of the Shoshone and apparently some of the birds have 
moved on up-stream to within the park boundaries. 


On February 25 Mr. Condon took Park Naturalist Herkenham, 
recently transferred to Yellowstone, to Cooke, Montana for the purpose 
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of acquainting him with the geography, geology and biology of the northern 
section of the park, as much as was possible to do so in one day's time. 
Blk were seen as far up Soda Butte Creek as the upper bridge below 
Abiathar Mountain; a ane-horned bison bull was observed near Goda Butte; 

a pair of golden eye were seen near the confluence of the Lamar River 

and Soda Butte Creek; 15 coyotes were in sight in the Lamar Valley near 
the Lamar elk trap, with many of then feeding on the carcass of an elk 
which apparently had been killed during trapping operations. There was 
very little snow in the Cooke area, 


Watural History A ation. The mamuseript on Reptiles and 
vians by Frederick 5. turner was sent to the Regional, Director's 
Office by the Association for review and transmission on to Edwards Bros., 
Lithoprinters. 


The Association purchased a 35um motion picture film splicer 
whieh was received on February 12. It also purchased two copies of the 
léam sound, colored motion picture GEYSER MELODIES by Guy D. Haselton. 
These two reels of film were obtained at a cost of 3170.00 


The dummy copy of the January-February issue of Nature Notes 
was typed. It was reviewed by the Editorial Board and will be pub- 
lished early in March. 


services Training. A general. staff meeting of various park 
officials neon ns held in the conference room on February 24. 


Yellowstone's Weekly News was issued each Thursday to keep 
employees, concessioners and others informed of park happenings. 


District Ranger Reynolds continued the first week of the month 
adding instructions to the Chief Ranger's Office ready-reference manual. 


On February 3, three movies portraying operations and natural 
resources in Glecier National Park were shown to enployees and other 
members of the commmnity by Naturalist Division persormel in the Canteen. 
There were 131 persons present. These same movies were shown to 14 men 
who work on the snow removal crews on February 4. 


increase or Decrease in Travel. A total of 1,254 visitors in 
295 vehicles entered the park this month, as compared with 1,091 persons 
in 309 vehicles for i 1953. Ineluded in this tetal were 40 
snowplanes and 26 Bombardier Snowmobile (a tracked over-snow vehicle) 
parties which transported 282 passengers through West and South Entrances 
to observe Old Faithful and winter scenes within the park. The 
Bombardier Snowmobiles operated out of West Yellowstone by "Snownobiles 
of West Yellowstone" carried in 201 passengers on the 26 trips into the 
park during the month of February. Hleven of the trips were only as 
far as the Seven-Mile Bridge, seven miles from West Yellowstone, while 
15 went-on to Old Faithful. 
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Special Visitors. Dr. James G. MeCue, Jr., a dentist of 
Idaho Falis, Idaho, made a trip by Bombardier Snowmobile from West Tellow- 
stone to Old Faithful on February 3 to obtain pictures of Yellowstone 
in winter and the Snowmobile operation for use of Television Station 
KID-TV in Idaho Falls. 


Dr. Helmat K. Buechmer, Assistant Professor, Wildlife Manage- 
ment, Washington State College, Pullman, Washington, was in the park 
February 7-14, in comection with his study on bighorn sheep. On the 
10th he made an aerial census of these sheep over the various ranges 
and participated with Biolegist Kittams in a ground count the following 
day in the northern part of the park. A census of 189 bighorn sheep in 
the park resulted from these counts. ; 


several ios oclisotinx information for an article on "anes life of 3 
ranger, using the Hareld Jones family as their subject. 


Don Quimby, Associate Professor, Montana State College, and 
four wildlife students were in the park February 19 on wildlife and 
range studies, Biologist Kittame accompanying them on their trip over 
the northern elk range. 


Ranger 5 ¢,. Activities of Protection Division personnel 
during February cons largely of elk-trapping, the various traps 
being operated on a 24-hour basis and 326 having been trapped and Loaded 
for hauling to Montana and New Mexico for range stocking and to a zoo in 
South Dakota, A number of ski patrols were made in various parts of the 
park including an ll-days patrol to Bechler. Other activities included 
trips by Weasel to Frying Pan Spring for telephone line maintenance and 
Norris for mow measurements, hunting patrols, snew removal from Gevern- 
ment buildings, report manual. revisions, maintenance of over~snow 
equipment (Weasels) » Workload study, moving of dispatcher’s office and 
radios, — in Bombardier parties at West Yellowstene, various 
reports, etc. 


Fish Cultural Sets s. BEARS. A summary of 
bear tantdhaaiee for , was prepared by Biologist Kittems on February 9, 
showing 45 injuries, 115 property damges and 11 bears killed for 
control purposes. The injuries were all to visitors by black bears, 

one requiring hospitalization for treatment of bites and scratches of 
her arm and shoulder inflicted while sitting in her car near those feed- 
ing bears from another car. Eleven were victims of feeding bears which 
bit them, 6 were near people feeding bears and in most other cases 
people came in close contact with the bears. The 45 injuries 
compare to 43 an 1953. Of the 115 damages, mostly by black bears, 
compared to 66 for 1953, food tempted bears in 76% of the cases, and 
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camping equipment and food owned Visitors represented the majority 
of the property damages. Six black and five eriszly bears were killed 
for control purposes, the same total as for 1953, and at Least three 
black bears were killed by automobiles. 


ELX. The Gardiner, Montana, hunting ares closed at 5:00 p.m. 
on February 15. The Montana Department of Fish and Game reported an 
estimated kill of 763 elk in this ares during the entire mmting season. 


Elk are still well dispersed over the winter range with 
migration to areas north of the park rather slow during the first half 
of the month. After the closing of hunting season there was a marked 
increase in this migration. 


Live elk shipments during the month were as follows: 


February 2 State of New Mexico Range stecking 35 
February 3 State of Montana " . 19 
February 5 2 w w ti it 31 
February 7 it et if *f i 21 
February 10 tt " " it it 3h, 
February 11 i" i" it it 8 29 
February 15 8 « " 16 
February 20 w fi it tt 32 
February 23 it " # it 293 
February 25 oT it " Ww 15 
February 26 ‘Tobe Foster Ranch, Capitan, ilew Mex." " 40 
February 23 Hill City Zoo, Rapid City, South Dakota 
February 28 State of Montana Range stocking 3 
Total elk shipped during February 326 


This brings the tetal elk shipped this season to 521. 


There was a noticeable decrease in flesh and strength of the 
animals in the last shipments. At the present rate of animal deeline we 
will be forced to discontinue trapping operations within about 10 days. 


FISHING REGULATIONS. A minor change was mde in the Special 
Regulations Governing Fishing in Yellowstone National Park to clarify 
the descriptions of those portions of the Gardner River and Glen Creek 
whieh are closed to fishing. This was prepared in proper form for 
eigen in the Federal Register and transmitted through the Region 

Ce 


BIGHORN SHEEP. Dr. Melumt K. Buechner, a scientific collaborator 
from Pullman, Washington, and Biologist Kittams worked together between 
February 7 and 14 in connection with Dr. Buechner's study of the bighorn 
sheep in Yellowstone and the ground census in the northern part of the 
park and a census of 189 sheep arrived at, Dr. Buechner making an aerial 
count on the 10th. This count is considerably higher than ground counts 
made in recent years, 
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On the llth they observed 7 ewes, 5 lambs, 2 yearling females 
and 1 mature, 2 three-year old, 1 two-year old and 1 yearling rams and 
an unelassified ram and ewe on the west side of Mt. liverts. One ewe 
which was easy to approach had an infection about three inches in 
diameter above the left aye. Probably this was a scabies infection and 
the left eye was affected. During a check in late February this ewe 
could not be found, probably because she had sought protection from an 
ususually high wind. 


Range, Biologist Kittame reported that precipitation of 

0.77 inch, mostly during the last half of the month, was below the 
normal of 1.23 inches for Mammoth. Temperatures were about normal for 
the period. For a span of six days beginning on February 12, mwaxioam 
temperatures ranged from 37 to LJ, degrees at Mammoth; some melting of 
snow occurred but, except where packed by wind, the cover remained loose 
enough so grazing animals could still forage on relatively good portions 
of the range at the end of February. Many of the critical sectors have 
been blown free of mow and elk have removed most of the forage on them. 


Analysis of aspen data has been completed except. for determin- 
ing effects of various degrees of twig removal upon life of trees. 


Forest Fire Protection. A fire-weather and Mre-danger 
conference held by the Forest Service at Missoula February 7 and & 
was attended by Forester Barrows and District Ranger Nelson from 
Yellowstone and Assistant Fire Chief Dispatcher Spurgeon of Glacier. 
A memorandum summarizing the meeting has been submitted and included the 

points: designation and training of a fire-weather and fire- 
danger officer at each forest and park, training confermee at 
Missoula emokejwaper center during late April or May, new handb@@k on 
fire~weather and fire-danger to be issued, new Model § Burning-Index 
— to be adopted in 1955 and interpretation of the readings on this 

Cts 

Considerable time was spent by Mr. Barrows in charting Model 8 
burmming indexes to be used in interpreting the readings at Yellowstone. 
Weather records needed for further study have been requested from the 
Boise Weather Bureau office. 


Smoke jumper Squad Leader Milligan left for Paseo, Washington, 
on February 26 to secure 125 cargo parachutes which have been secured 
through surplus channels for use by ow smoke r wit in making air 
delivery to fires. It was necessary to take a 1z~tone truck as each of 
the larger chutes (24') weigh about 35 pounds. 


The personnel office has requested authority to fill 22 fire 
control aid positions this coming season including 7 OS~L, 13 GS-5 and 
4, GS-5 smokejumper positions. 
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A mumber of plastic overlays have been made from aerial photes 
in an attempt to discover some of the more serious errors in our topo- 
graphic map. The information is to be used in amoke chasing and fire 
leeating this season. 


Building Fire Protection. Memoranda were sent to the various 
division heads stating the obvious building fire hazards found during 
the anmual inspection of Government buildings for which each particular 
division is responsible. 


Blister Rust Gonbrol.. Secretarial approval to recruit 30 blister 
rust control laborers and 6 labor leadmen was received February 23. 
Offers of eaployment have been mde to overhead personnel but it is not 
possible to reach the experienced laborers until authority to reeruit is 
obtained for road, trail and other park employees. 


Forest Insects. In a discussion of the proposed spruce budorm 
projects between Forester Barrows and Assistant Regional Forester Lindh 
of the U. S. Forest Service on February 9 at Missoula, Mr, Lindh indi-~ 
cated the infested area in Yellowstone and the Gallatin National Forest 
would be sprayed if funds are mde available for the control jeb in 
Montana and Idaho. 


Trails Signs. Very little work was done on trail sign manu- 
facture due to available man-power being assigned to elk trapping. 
When occasional men were available, a few signs and markers were pre- 
peared. Several road safety signs were also completed. 


$ and Publis Safety. Two injuries occurred during the 
month in falls while skiing at i Undine Falls ski hill, Harold Edwerds, 
Assistant Chief Ranger, spraining his right ankle on February 5 and Jack 
Aeord of Bozeman, Montana, receiving a broken left ankle and sprained 
left kmee on the 12th. 


Deaths. Miner 2. Tillotson, Regional Director, Region Three, 
passed away February 28 at Santa Fe, at the age of 69. He was one of 
the long-time employees of the National Park Service and was well known 
to a mmber of Yellowstone people. Assistant Superintendent Hamilton 
worked under him when Mr. Tillotson was Superintendent of Grand Canyon. 
Burial was to be at Grand Canyon Nationsi Cemetery on March 4. 


Charles Rowland, 84, a former employee of the Sanitation 
Division of the National Park Service in Yellowstone and a long-time 
resident of Gardiner and Park County, Montana, died February 21 at the 
Park Hospital in Livingston. 


Marriages. Fred T. Burke, Assistant Auditor for the Yellowstone 
Park Company, located in Helena, Montana, for the winter, and Janice 
Kettle of Los Argdes, California, a former employee of that Company, were 
married in Les Angeles on February 12. 
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Claude W. McClain, Park Ranger, stationed at West Yellowstone, 
and Joan Alice Meline, of San Franciseo, California, 2 former nurse at 
the Mammoth Hospital, were married February 26 at the residenee of Karl 
Gilbert, District Ranger at West Yellowstone. 


Personnel. Margaret 8. Acree, Clerk-Steographer, GS-4, in 
the Personnel and Files Office, resigned effective at the close of 
February 11. 


Ruben 0. Hart, District Park Ranger, GS~7, received a promo- 
tion and change of headquarters to the position of Assistant Chief Park 
Ranger, GS-9, Rocky Mountain National Park, beginning February 13. 


The promotion and change of headquarters of Norman &. Herkenham, 
Park Naturalist, GS~7, Yosemite, to Park Naturelist, GS-9, Yellowstone, 
was effective February 13. Mr. Herkenham and his family arrived 
February 17. 


Willian Wiggins, Sanitation Officer, 65-9, submitted his appli- 
cation February 23 for optional retirement to take effect at the close 
of March 31. He was a member of the Yellowstone organization when the 
National Park Service was created in August 1916 and has served for 
more than 40 years with the Govermmant in Yellowstone National Park. 


On February 14, Marie A. Pierson received a temporary appoint— 
ment (not te exeeed January 17, 1956) as Clerk-Typist, GS-3, terminating 
her temporary appointment (not to exceed February 17, 1955) of January 18, 
1955.6 


aL La 8. The regular monthly meeting of National Federa- 
tion of Federal Selayers Leeal 465 was held in the Canteen February 7. 
Thomas Somerville was eleeted Treasurer to replace William Wright who 
was elected in Jamary and declined the office. 


_ The February meeting and election of officers of the American 
Federation of Government Employees was held in the Canteen on the Lith 
and the following officers elected for the ensuing year: William 
Armstrong, President; Gene McLeod, Vice President; Sdwin Chamberlin, 
Secretary~Treasurer; and Charles Manning, Inside Guard. 


Warren F. Hamilton 
Acting Superintendent 
In duplicate 
Copy to Region a 
Files (2) 
Joffe Office files 
ekm 11 
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